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SER MON, Os. 


T* VERY Inſtance of Mortality 


we are acquainted with, calls for 
our ſerious Attention, and ought to 
be improved by us. All Ranks and 
Degrees of Men without Exception, 
are ſubject to it, and it will be our 
greateſt Wiſdom and Happineſs to 
prepare for our own Diſſolution. - 


” « 


Bur when ſome great Perſonage 
falls: When a good King is taken 
away from his loving Subjects, this is 
an Inſtance of Mortality in which, for 


everal Reaſons, we are all nearly con- 


cerned. Not to be ſenſible of this, 
and cordially affected by it, would not 
only be ungrateful, but an Abuſe of 

„ the 
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the greateſt Virtue and Goodneſs. | 


This I am convinced is unneceſſary to 


mention here; for I am well perſuad- 


ed, every Individual among us, capa- 
ble of it, is ſincerely concerned, and 
we now juſtly mourn the Death of him 


who was the Delight of his n 


Subjects. 


Urodx which ſolemn Occaſion, I 
have choſen the Words of the ſacred 
Hiſtorian, in the Firſt of Chronicles, 


xxixth. CHAP. and 28th. Ver. 


And he died in @ good old Age, ſull of 
Days, Riches and Honour ; and Solo- 


mon his Son reigned in his Stead. 


T the Beginning of the World, 


when the Number of Mankind | 


was but few, the Government lay 


principally in the Head of the Fa- 


mily, and therefore was confined 


within a narrow Compaſs, and of 
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2 domeſtic Nature. But afterwards 
as Men increaſed, it grew more and 
more extenſive, till by length of 
Time, the World became ſo exceed- 
ing populous, as to make it neceſſa- 
for the numerous Inhabitants, to 
unite in larger Communities, and at 
laſt to divide into different States, 


Kingdoms and Empires, quite inde- 


pendent of one another. +8 


IN this manner, Mankind in different 
Parts, have continued for many Ages, 
and this is the preſent State of the ha- 


bitable World, as evidently appears 


from the ſeveral various Empires, King- 


doms and Governments among the 
Children of Men. 


I MOH here take notice of ſome. 
of the different Opinions concerning 
the Nature of Government: But I 
ſhall only make this general Obſerva- 


tion, 
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tion, that if we are to judge of the 
Wiſdom and Goodnefs of it, by the 
Effects, we muſt acknowledge the 
Britiſh Conſtitution to exceed all 
others, becauſe its Subjects are the 
moſt happy. 

TRE ewe indeed, were once diſtin- 
guiſhed, by the great Governor of the 
Univerſe, from all other Nations and 
Kingdoms, being his peculiar People; 
and God himſelf condeſcended to be- 
come their King and Governor, and 
for a conſiderable time, did them the 
unſpeakable, the unequalled Honour 
to reign over them. For this Reaſon 
the Jewiſh Nation was called a Theo- 
cracy, as the glorious Jehovah deigned 
in ſo wonderful a manner, to be their 
King. And had they continued obedi- 
ent to the divine and holy Laws, which 
he, in his infinite and unerring Wiſ- 
dom laid down for the Rule of their 
Conduct, they would have been the 


molt 
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moſt honourable, flouriſhing and hap- 
y People throughout the Earth. 


Bur we find, from their Hiſtory, 
that they were ſo ungrateful, as often 
to rebel againſt the Lord, who did fo 
many great things for them, and at 
laſt impiouſly deſire another King to 
reign over them. For ſuch an In- 
ſtance of Rebellion, the Almighty 
might have juſtly cut them off, as abu- 
ſing his divine Authority, but in his 
forbearing Goodneſs; he is pleaſed to 
grant their Requeſt, to try what Ef- 
fect it would have upon their Con- 
duct; and from that time, the J- 
raelites were governed by ſucceeding 
Kings, and always bleſſed or miſe- 


rable, as they were Men of a vicious 


or virtuous Conduct and Character. 
For while they continued obedient, 
the Lord ſmiled upon them with his 
Favour, but when they finned, he 


* 


puniſhed them accordingly. 
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We have many Inſtances of this 
Nature, recorded concerning the 
Fews. Sometimes they were favoured 
with pious and good Princes, and often 8 | 
puniſhed under the Government of | 
evil ones. Among thoſe of a virtuous 5 


Character, is the royal and pious Da- 


vid. He was a valiant, wiſe and ex- 
cellent Prince, choſen and ſet apart 
by God, to peculiar Honour and Ser- 


vice, in which he highly diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf, not only by his devout Zeal 7 
for the Honour of God, but by many b 
other noble and Praiſe-worthy Actions. 5 
He was made a great Bleſſing to the I 


Tewiſh Church and Nation, over 


which he ruled forty Years, with Ju- 

ſtice and Judgment, and then died an 

honourable and happy Death, in Fa- : 
vour with God, and all that People, 

who payed him the greateſt Reſpect, 

and deſervedly mourned ſo affecting Iz 
and public a Loſs. Pen, b 

The 
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True Words before us, which are 
recorded concerning him, may be ve- 

properly applied to our late moſt 
excellent King, whoſe ſudden Death 
we, the Inhabitants of theſe favoured 
Lands, now moſt juſtly and univerſal- 
ly deplore, on Account of the many 
great and invaluable Bleſſings, we ſo 
long enjoyed, under his wiſe and gen- 
tle Adminiſtration. Of whom we 
can truly fay, that he died in à good 


ald Age, full of Days, Riches, and 


* 
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From this Paſſage of Scripture, I ſhall 
endeavour, upon the preſent Occaſion, 
as far as I am able, to give you a brief 
Deſcription of the amiable Conduct 
and Character of our late moſt worthy 
Sovereign, and then ſhew the Im- 


provement we ought to make of this 


lemn and important Event, in which 
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[ 10 
as a happy People, we are all con- 
cerned, 5 


T am Firſt, to give you a brief De- 


ſcription of the exemplary Conduct and 


Character of our late excellent Sove- 


reign GEoRGE II. of bleſſed e 


Ix the Days of his Youth and Vi- 


gour, like the valiant David, he diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf in the noble Cauſe 
of Religion and Liberty, and bravely 
fought for their Rn and Sup- 
por ; | 


Hence we ſee, that he was a noble 
Warrior, of undaunted Courage and 
Reſolution, and upon this Account 


truly great and honourable ; and an 


animating Example to all his Fore 


and Allies. 


WIILE he held the Reins of Go⸗ 


vernment, and adorned the Britiſt 
2 
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Throne, his Heart and Mind, were 
unweariedly employed to make all 
his Subjects happy. Since that Time, 
to the Moment of his Diſſolution, he 


2 
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made this his conſtant Study and 
Care. By endeavouring on the one 
Hand, to remove every Thing that 
was Matter of Uneaſineſs or Diſcon- 


tent, among any of his Subjects ; and 


on the other, it was his Royal Con- 


cern, to promote ſuch Methods, and 
to enact and encourage ſuch Laws, 
as were for the Welfare of Religion, 
the Public Utility, and the Peace, -Sa- 
tisfaction, and Happineſs of all his 
Pooplecins: ©, £4, 
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His generous and noble Soul, juſt- 


J abhorred every Thing, that had the 


Appearance of Cruelty, Oppreſſion, 
or Injuſtice. On the contrary, he 
always delighted in Mercy, and in 
whatever was agreeable to the Laws 
of the Nation, and for the Liberty and 
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Proſperity Weben. For he was ever 
ready to defend their juſt Rights and 
Privileges, and ſupport them, when 
at any Time they were threaten d, or 
attacked, by our perfidious Enemies, 
whom the moſt ſolemn and ſacred 
Promiſes and Treaties cannot bind. 


Axor thing that ſhews the Ex- 
cellency of his princely Conduct, and 
that he was truly influenced by a 
Chriſtian Spirit, was, the great Diſlike 
he always declared, againſt Impoſition 
or Perſecution on the Account of Re- 
ligion. He well knew, that ſuch a 
Temper was inconſiſtent with, and 
oppoſite to the Goſpel and Example 
of Chriſt. He therefore deteſted Bi- 
gotry and Uncharitableneſs, and could 
not bear the Thought, that one of his 

Subjects ſhould be oppreſſed or trou- 
| bled, becauſe of his religious Senti- 
ments. But he allowed Liberty of 


Judgment and Conſcience to all, 
know- 


* 


knowing it to be the natural and juſt 
Right of all Mankind: That which 
Chriſtianity gives to its Profeſſors, and 
teacheth them to own and ſubmit to 
Chriſt, as the only Lord of Conſci- 
ence, and the great and glorious Head 
and King of his ſpiritual Kingdom, 
which conſiſteth not in Perſecution 
and Cruelty, Compulſion and Severity, 
but in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. If any therefore, 
were. ſo 1ll-natured, and under the 
Influence of an evil, perſecuting Spi- 
rit, as to attempt to diſturb or oppreſs 
any of their Chriſtian Brethren, for 
their different Sentiments in Religion, 

e ever diſcouraged and oppoſed it, 
and would never ſuffer any Laws, of 
that Nature, made in former Reigns, 


* 


to be put in Force againſt his faithful, 


obedient, and truly Proteſtant Subjects. 
For he was convinced, by their Con- 
duct and Fidelity to him, that they 
had a high Eſteem for his Perſon and 
VV 
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Government, is a large Share in 
their Hearts and Affections. 


AND here, I can't but obſerve, that 
ſuch was. the great Mildneſs of his 
Adminiſtration, that he indulged thoſe 
in their Religion, and- other valuable 
Privileges, who upon their own avow- 


ed Principles, can't be cordial and 
faithful Friends to a Proteſtant Prince : 


Yet were conſtrained to confeſs, his 
Royal Clemency to them, and unleſs 
ungrateful in the higheſt Degree, 


could not but love and honour him. 


He united with his faithful Subjects 
of theſe Kingdoms, and his Proteſtant 
Allies abroad, in carrying on that juſt 
and neceſſary War, in which we have 
been about five Years engaged. At 


firſt, our Situation and Circumſtances 
were not the molt favourable : But by 


the Wiſdom, Prudence, and Conde- 


ſcenſion of our late moſt excellent 


> Mo- 


—— — 


* - 4 - 


Monarch, in Union with his Council 
and Parliament; and the unanimous. 
Zeal, generous, amazing Supplies, and 
Loyalty of his People, his Arms were 
crowned with many great and ſignal 
Succeſſes, and under God, he was 


the bleſſed Inſtrument, of hitherto de- 


feating thoſe who unjuſtly roſe. up a- 
gainſt us: Of defending and protect- 
ing our Rights and Privileges, and 
procuring conſiderable Advantages to 
us, in our Trade and Commerce; and 


we truſt, of laying a Foundation for 


a Peace, that will be honourable and 
laſting to theſe Realms, | 
His auſpicious Reign is therefore 
remarkable, not only for the Wiſdom 
and Mildneſs of his Adminiſtration, 
but the wonderful Succeſſes and E- 
yents, with which it is adorned. So 
at Great Britain, our King and 
ouncil, Subjects and Arms, are now 
1C 
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the Wonder and Envy of diſtant Na- L 
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tions, and the Terror of our Enemies. Z 
BEsrprs what we have now obſerv- A 


ed, of our excellent and deceaſed 
King, we may with great Propriety . 
add, that the whole of his Conduct, "* 
was truly honourable and upright, 1 
which is an additional Ornament in 
his Character. He felt the Wants and 
Diſtreſſes of others, commiſerated their 
Condition, and from his Royal Boun- 
ty, gave large Sums to be diſtributed 
among them. By which Means, he 
ſpread Pleaſure thro' ſeveral Families, 
and cauſed the Widow's Heart to 
fing for Joy. He maintained a ſtrict 
Regard to his Word and Promiſe, 
which he always fulfilled. He was 


3 honoured and reſpected by all the 

3 Courts of Europe, for his royal and 

. engaging Virtues: And in more diſ- 1 
F- tant Parts, Princes and People ſpeak | 
J well of him, and ſhew him Eſteem. 1 


ANp notwithſtanding his high Sta- 
tion, and the Honours that ſurrounded 
him, which made his Crown ſhine with 
ſuperior Luſtre, he maintained and 
diſcovered a devout Reverence for the 
Supreme Majeſty of Heaven and Earth 
Highly valued and eſteemed the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chriſt ; acknowledg- 
ed him as his Lord and Saviour; 
walked in the Ways of his Command- 
ments, and daily employed his pious 

editations, upon his glorious and 
exalted Kingdom above, where he is 
now in the full and certain Poſſeſſion 
of immortal Honour and Bliſs; par- 
taking of the pure and ſublime Joys 
of the heavenly State, and humbly 
bowing before the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, who hath taken him 
to himſelf, and given him a Crown 
of Glory, that ſhall never fail. 
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Tnus lived and reigned, diffuſing 
Streams of Joy and Happineſs all a- 
round him; for about Thirty-four 


Years, the Father, the Guardian, and 


Delight of all his faithful Subjects, 
whoſe benevolent Heart and Mind 
were conſtantly employed for the Pub- 
lic Welfare. And thus he died in a 
good old Age, full of Days, Riches, 


and Honour, in Favour with God, and 


in the Affections of a great and happy 
People: Over whom he ruled, in the 
Fear of God, and like a tender and 
affectionate Parent, fed them according 
zo the Integrity of his Heart, and the 
Ski ulnejs of his Hands. 


Tux Reign of Groxce II. of good 
and glorious Memory, will be ever 


dear, and appear with diſtinguiſhed 


Luſtre in the Annals of Great Britain, 
while Sentiments of Liberty, Grat 


tude, and Loyalty, remain in theſe 


Lands, 


1 | 


Lands, ſucceeding Generations will 
admire it, and ſay of us, long after 
we have lain in Duſt :—Of a Truth, 
they were a happy People, favoured 
of Heaven, and bleſt with the beſt 


of Kings. | 


I nave now attempted a Character 
of that great and excellent Prince, 
whoſe Death we ſincerely mourn. I 
wiſh I was more equal to the Subject, 


that I could do it that Juftice it de- 


ſerves; but I perſuade myſelf, that 


you my Chriſtian and Proteſtant Bre- 
thren, will agree with me, that tho' 
the Deſcciption is very imperfect, it is 
truly juſt. LY 


I now proceed to ſhew the Im- 
provement we ought to make of this 
ſolemn and important Event, by offer- 
ing to your Conſideration ſome ſuita- 
ble Reflections upon it. 


G2 - -- 


[ 20 ] 


In the firſt Place : From hence we 


ſee the melancholy Effects of Sin, and 


the irreſiſtable Power of Death. By 
Sin, Death came into our World, as a 
juſt Pumſhment for violating the Holy 
Laws of God. For as the inſpired Apo- 
{tle aſſures us, by one Man ſin entered 


into the World, and Death by Sin, and 


fo death. paſſed upon all Men, in whom 
all have fanned, Hence the awful King 
of Terrors triumphs over all the Sons 
of Men without Diſtinction. For all 


Mankind, high and low, rich and 
| Poor, are ſubject to his Power, and 


can't reſiſt his awful, inevitable Stroke. 
In this reſpect, the greateſt Kings and 
Potentates of the Earth, are upon a 
level with the moſt inconſiderable of 


their Subjects, ſeeing both muſt die | 


and return again to their original Duſt. 
Neither the moſt ſumptuous and mag- 
nificent Palaces, nor exalted. Great- 
neſs, Riches and Honour, can ſecure 


againſt 
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againſt the conquering Power of Death, 


Who has as free Acceſs to the Nobleſt 
Court, as to the loweſt Cottages, and 


their poor contented Inhabitants. All 
of every: Rank, State and Condition, 


muſt one Time or other- yield to the 


devouring Grave: where the greateſt 


Monarch, and the humbleſt Peaſant, 


are equal, and no Diſtinction made in 


human Bones and Duſt. But let us 


as Chriſtians be truly ſenſible of the 


Love of God, in ſending his own Son 


into the World, who hath brought 
Life and Immortality to Light, thro? 
the Goſpel : who hath confirmed our 
Hopes, by his glorious Reſurrection 
from the Dead; gained a compleat 
Victory over Death and the Grave, 


and hath aſcended to the Regions of 


Bliſs ; to procure for us an Inheritance, 
which 1s incorruptible, undefiled, and 
fadeth not away. O glorious, immor- 


tal State of Being and Bleſſedneſs, 


which is perfect and durable, ſatisfying 
| ” 1 and 
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and delightful, and infinitely ſuperior 
to the Riches, the Greatneſs and Ho- 
nours of the preſent World, which are 
all precarious in their Nature, and in 
Time will moſt certainly decay! 


In the ſecond Place, the we have 
juſt Cauſe to lament ſo great and pub- 
lic a Loſs, for which theſe Nations 
now mourn, . yet we have great Rea- 


| ſon to bleſs God upon his Account, 


that he was graciouſly pleaſed to ſet 
fuch a good King over us, and conti- 


nue him as a public Blefling ſo long. 
God is the ſupreme, and all- wiſe Go- 


vernor of univerſal Nature, the great 
Diſpoſer of all Events, by whom Kings 
reign, and Princes decree Juſtice. 
From him all Greatneſs and Goodneſs 


proceeds - to his indulgent and diſtin- 


guiſhing Providence we are indebted, 
for ſending the preſent Royal Family 
among us, and for the manifold Blet- 
fings we have fo long, and do ſtill en- 
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joy under them. It becometh us there- 
fore gratefully to acknowledge the gra- 
cious Providence of God, in ſuch im- 
portant Events,and with devout Hearts, 
| praiſe and magnify his Holy Name, 
upon this Account. And to ſhew that 


- we have a juſt and grateful Senſe of 


his Goodneſs to us, let us by every 
Expreſſion in our Power, honour and 
reſpect the endeared Memory of that 
Royal Perſonage, who was the ho- 


noured Inſtrument of conveying theſe 
Bleſſings to us N 
Bor let us ſtill rejoice, and now 
view with Pleaſure, the encouraging 
Proſpect we have before us, for a long 
Continuance of ſuch Bleſſings, under 
the Royal and Rightful Succeſſor of our 
late good and gracious King. 1 


Wrræxx there the leaſt Reaſon to feat 
we ſhould loſe any of our Privileges 
by his Death, this would make our 
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Loſs more ſenſible and affecting than 
it is: But adored be the Divine Good- 
neſs, it is otherwiſe, ſeeing we have 
the greateſt Reaſon ſtill to hope, un- 
der God, for every Thing favourable 
to theſe Kingdoms: For our Eyes can 
now behold a Prince reigning over us, 


poſſeſſed with the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 


and adorned with its excellent Virtues : 


who hath aſſured us of his Royal Re- 
gard and Affection for all his Subjects, 
and modeſtly declared, that, relying 
upon the Wiſdom, Experience and 
Abilities of his Counſel, and the 
ce Support and Affiſtance of every ho- 
« neſt Man, he entered with Chear- 
« fulneſs into the arduous Situation, 
ee and would make it the Buſineſs of 
e his Life to promote in every Thing, 


A 


c 


. © the Glory and Happineſs of theſe 


“ Kingdoms, to preſerve and ſtrength- 


en both the Conſtitution in Church 


* and State, and endeavour to proſe- 
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te and neceſſary War, in the Manner 
e the moſt likely, to bring on an ho- 
nourable and laſting Peace, in Con- 
* cert t with his Allies. 


ov 


Wr are therefore bound by ſuch 


affectionate and encouraging Aſſuran- 


ces, to manifeſt our moſt dutiful and 


loyal Affection, to our preſent lawful 
Sovereign, by every Inſtance in our 


Power, and not count even our Lives 
dear to us, ſhould we at any time be 
called upon under him, to hazard them 
in the noble Cauſe of Liberty and true 
Religion. | 


| "5 Proteſtant Diſſenters, we are un- 


der the higheſt Obligations to it, who 


now enjoy Bleſſings and Privileges, 
that were denied our Fore-fathers ; 
they were not only unjuſtly debarred of 
them, but cruelly treated in the diſ- 
mal Times of Perſecution, and its hor- 
rible Attendants. ' Let us reflect upon 
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paſt Apes, and conſider _ 98 Dif- 


re Cy, preſent Situation and 


Circumſtances : Let us be ever thank- 
ful that our Lot is caſt in theſe now 
moſt happy Tunes. 


Axp let us not only bear theſe 
Things upon our own Minds, but by 


our Example and Influence, endeavour 


to impreſs them upon the Minds of 
our Poſterity : that the Generation to 


come, may know them, even the Chil- 
dren which ſhall be born; who (hall a- 


riſe and declare them to their Children, 
that they may ſet their Hope in God, 
and not forget his Works, but keep his 


Commandments, 


Wrru theſe our grateful Praiſes, 
let us unite with one Heart and 


Voice, in our fervent Prayers to God: 


beſeeching him to bleſs his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, George III. in his Perſon and 
Govexument : that he would make him 


the 
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the conſtant Object of his peculiar 
Care, Mercy and Love: give him in 
his Right-hand Length of Days, and in 
his Left-hand Riches and Honour: 
that he would crown his Arms with 
Honour and Succeſs, and make him 
the happy. Inſtrument of Peace and 
every other Bleſſing to theſe Lands: 
that his Enemies may be cloathed with 
Shame: But that on his Head the 
BRITISH Crown may long flouriſh. 


In this manner, let us humbly ad- 
dreſs the Almighty, and while others 
(whoſe Condition demands our Pity) 
are under the galling Yoke of Popery 
and arbitrary .Power, O may we be 
ſenſibly affected with our ineſtimable 
Privileges, that national Proſperity, 
that pure and undefiled Religion, and 
thoſe Rights of Liberty and Conſci- 
ence we poſſeſs.— And God grant, that 
we may more duly prize them, and 
wiſely improve them to the beſt Pur- 
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Regards for the uncertain Objects 


„ HT 
poſes, knowing aſſuredly, that for theſe 

Things we muſt e'er long be account- 
able to the righteous Judge and moral 
Governor of the Nations. 

Ix the laſt Place, let this affecting 
Inſtance of Mortality, deeply impreſs 
our Minds, and engage ovr ſeri- 
ous Attention, that hereby we may 
be excited by a Life of Faith and 
Holineſs, to prepare for our own ap- 


Proaching Chan ge. 


Tus is a Debt we muſt all pay, and 
God only knows how ſoon we may 
be called upon to do it, and leave this 
World, and all its mortal Concerns. 
We ſee there is no Diſcharge | PE 
War : But the Great and Noble (as 
already obſerved) fall in it, as well as 
the Poor and Low: A Conſideration 
that ſhould engage us to moderate our 


and Pleaſures of Time and Senſe, to : 
put 
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put our Truſt in the living God, the 


inexhauſtible Fountain of the moſt 


durable Happineſs, and teach us, 9 


Courſe of undiſſembled Piety, fo 10 


number our Days, as to apply our 


Hearts unto Wiſdom. | 


LET us ever remember, that we 


are the Members of Chriſt's King- 
dom, and under the ſtrongeſt Obligati- 
ons to his divine Service. If we pay a 
dutiful Regard to him, as our Saviour, 
Lawgiver and Judge, we may then ex- 


| pect a Share in his Bleſſing and Grace, 


which will be our greateſt Honour and 
Felicity, For if we are the faithful 
Subjects of the great Captain of our 
Salvation, and under his Protection, 
we need not fear the King of Terrors, 


but have humble Confidence in the 


Views of approaching Glory! 
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Ax at laſt, when this World and 
the Glories of it ſhall fade and pe- . 
riſn: When its Empires, States and 
EKingdoms, ſhall diſſolve at the com- 
ing of our deſcending Lord, and he 
ſhall give up the Kingdom unto his 85 
Father, that God may be All in All; 
then his holy and obedient Subjects, 7 ” 
who continue faithful unto Death, = 
all be honoured with the Divine : 
Approbation, before aſſembled Worlds, 5 
8 conducted by. Angels, to the pure and jj - 
exalted Realms of Joy and Praiſe ; and . = 


live and-reign with him for ever, when | 8 
Time ſhall be no longer ! Amen. = 
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